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ONE  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dozen  eggs  were 
shipped  from  the  Cowichan  Valley  in  1912. 
The  conditions,  as  given  by  Mr.  Solly  in 
his  pamphlet,  demonstrate  that  poultry  raising  can 
be  made  a  success  on  Vancouver  Island,  but  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  it  needs  some  capital  and 
experience  to  make  the  business  pay.  Land  on 
which  poultry  raising  can  be  carried  on  need 
not  necessarily  be  entirely  cleared.  Readers  of 
this  book  are  asked  to  note  the  comparatively 
rough  state  of  portions  of  Mr.  Solly's  poultry 
farm  as  shown  by  the  photograph  on  the  back  page. 
Cleared  land  on  Vancouver  Island  near  the  rail- 
ways cannot  be  bought  for  less  than  from  $200  an 
acre  up.  Logged-off  land  can  be  gotten  in  some  dis- 
tricts for  from  $75  an  acre  upwards.  The  Vancouver 
Island  Development  League,  in  issuing  this  pamphlet, 
is  anxious  to  impress  upon  intending  settlers  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  cheap  cleared  land  or  cheap  logged-off 
land  close  to  the  markets.  Settlers  should  always 
examine  thoroughly  the  land  they  are  seeking  to  pur- 
chase and  be  careful  that  a  good  supply  of  water  is 
obtainable.  The  very  many  advantages  for  this  branch 
of  farming  are  so  great  that  the  price  of  land  is,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  League,  considerably  offset  by  such 
favorable  conditions. 

In  conclusion,  the  League  would  suggest  to  all  set- 
tlers the  advisability  of  gradually  working  into  mixed 
farming,  to  some  extent  at  least,  even  when  success 
follows  in  the  raising  of  poultry. 


Successful  Poultry  Raising 

on  Vancouver  Island,= 

British  Columbia,  Canada 


I  have  cleared  $2.50  per  hen  per  year  with  several 
hundred  fowls  in  the  Cowichan  Valley,  Vancouver 
Island,  B.  C,  and  this  article  gives  my  personal  experi- 
ences in  poultry  raising. 

The  southern  part  of  Vancouver  Island  is  excep- 
tionally suited  for  this  industry,  and  is  destined  to 
become  such  a  poultry  centre  as  the  Petaluma  Valley 
in  California.  In  Petaluma  they  clear  only  $1.00  per 
bird  but  on  this  Island  $2.00  can  easily  be  made  by 
each  hen  per  year. 

LAND  REQUIRED 

The  land  used  for  poultry  should  have  good  natural 
drainage,  but  at  the  same  time  it  should  be  suitable 
for  the  growing  of  plenty  of  grass  and  clover,  even  in 
the  dry  season,  as  green  food  is  a  most  important  item 
in  the  fowls'  ration. 

To  work  up  to  1,000  head  of  poultry,  at  least  10 
acres  would  be  required.  The  mistake  is  often  made 
of  keeping  poultry  too  much  on  the  intensive  method, 
but  although  this  may  answer  for  a  few  years,  before 
long  it  will  be  found  that  the  land  is  becoming  con- 
taminated, and  the  poultry  suffering  in  consequence. 

In  selecting  land,  see  that  water  can  be  had  con- 
veniently. 
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HOUSES  AND  RUNS 

The  open  front  is  the  kind  of  house  to  use,  and  there 
are  a  number  of  good  designs.  Five  to  six  square  feet 
of  floor  space  per  bird  should  be  allowed;  houses 
should  face  south  or  south-east  to  receive  sun.  The 
dimensions  of  a  satisfactory  house  for  a  flock  of  50 
birds  follows  :  Floor  dimensions,  10  ft.  x  30  ft. ;  height, 
back  4  ft.,  front  7^  ft.  Have  a  projection  of  2  ft. 
out  over  front  to  prevent  rain  driving  in.  Roof  and 
back  should  be  covered  with  a  one-ply  roofing  material, 
or  else  shingles.  There  should  be  a  wooden  floor 
about  a  foot  off  ground,  and  this  space  underneath 
should  be  boarded  up.  It  is  better  to  have  floor  not 
too  close  to  ground,  as  it  does  not  offer  such  a  refuge 
for  rats.  The  front  of  the  house  should  be  boarded  up 
three  feet  from  floor,  and  wire  netting  three  feet  wide, 
one  inch  mesh  above  this. 
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Drop  boards  three  feet  wide  should  be  under  the 
double  perches  at  back,  running  the  whole  length  of 
house.  Nest  boxes  should  be  constructed  which  open 
out  from  the  front  of  the  house.    Allow  one  nest  box 
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to  four  hens.  Two  doors,  three  feet  wide,  are  made 
at  each  end  of  the  house.  There  should  be  a  part 
division  in  the  middle  of  house,  only  allowing  opening 
for  passage  the  same  width  as  door.  A  sitting  coop 
to  cure  broody  hens  should  be  made  of  wire  or  laths 
and  suspended  in  the  house  against  front.  Also  place 
a  feed  hopper  and  fowls'  drinking  tin  in  each  house. 
On  the  floor  put  six  inches  of  dry  earth  and  about  a 
foot  of  straw,  but  a  small  part  of  floor  should  be  left 
free  of  straw,  so  that  fowls  can  have  dust  baths.  This 
is  important.  The  straw  requires  frequent  changing, 
as  grain  is  scattered  in  it  to  provide  exercise  for  the 
birds,  and  so  is  soon  churned  up  small.  Earth  should 
be  changed  once  a  year,  when  the  house  should  be 
thoroughly  sprayed.  Clean  drop-boards  at  least  three 
times  a  week. 

Large  wired-in  runs  should  be  made  each  side  of 
house,  so  that  these  yards  can  be  alternated,  plowing 
one  of  the  runs  each  year  and  sowing  with  clover  and 
grass.  In  this  way  green  feed  is  always  ready  for  the 
fowls,  and  the  land  is  kept  sweet  and  clean. 

The  house  given  can  be  built  any  length  required. 
Long  houses  are  an  advantage,  in  that  labor  is  saved, 
the  cost  of  house  and  runs,  including  labor,  will  be 
about  $1.50  per  bird. 

BREED 

And  now,  what  to  put  in  the  house.  One  of  the 
greatest  mistakes  made  in  starting  is  beginning  with 
a  non-business  breed.  Some  poultry  papers,  when 
asked  what  breed  to  use,  weakly  reply,  "The  breed  one 
fancies."     Can   any  one   make   a   commercial  success 
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of  Bantams  or  Polish?  And  there  are  numerous  other 
breeds  which  are  more  or  less  fancy  breeds.  And 
again,  regarding  the  heavier  breeds,  there  is  something 
to  be  made  out  of  producing  table  poultry,  but  by  far 
the  most  profitable  side  is  egg  farming.  For  the  large 
eggfarm,  White  Leghorns  are  the  most  profitable. 
They  lay  well  in  winter,  too,  in  this  climate.  For 
instance,  on  1st  of  January  I  received  95  eggs  from  one 
house  containing  163  pullets.  White  Leghorns  are  a 
non-sitting  breed,  an  advantage  where  large  numbers 
are  kept,  but  incubators  must  be  used  in  hatching. 
On  this  Island  are  numerous  men  making  a  first-class 
commercial  success  handling  White  Leghorns,  also  a 
number  are  doing  the  same  with  White  Wyandottes 
(the  best  general  purpose  breed).  A  good  laying 
strain  of  White  Wyandottes  average  over  12  dozen 
eggs  each,  while  last  year  I  had  a  pen  of  60  that 
averaged  161  eggs  for  the  year.  If  one  is  not  going  in 
for  a  very  large  eggfarm  (when  White  Leghorns 
should  be  used)  and  only  intends  keeping  about  200 
fowls,  White  Wyandottes  will  give  the  greatest  satis- 
faction. They  are  hardy,  quick  maturing,  laying  at 
six  months,  and  make  splendid  broilers  and  roasters. 
Also  they  lay  a  large  egg  and  make  splendid  mothers, 
so  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  employ  incubators.  Fifty 
White  Wyandottes  in  a  flock  is  about  the  most  satis- 
factory number,  while  100  White  Leghorns  may  be 
run  together. 

COMMENCEMENT 

The  way  to  begin  is  to  buy  a  few  breeding  hens  in 
the  autumn  and  an  unrelated  cockerel,  but  be  sure  that 
this  stock  is  from  a  first-class  laying  strain ;  or  else 
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hatching-  eggs  can  be  bought  in  the  spring,  using 
broody  hens  or  an  incubator.  In  starting,  commence 
slowly  and  gradually  work  up,  as  it  is  fatal  to  go  at 
business  in  too  big  a  way  before  being  master  of  all 
the  intricacies  of  this  industry. 

RAISING  CHICKENS 

To  raise  pullets  for  winter  egg  laying,  hatch  early 
— Wyandottes  in  March  and  April,  and  Leghorns  in 
April  and  May.  In  hatching,  if  hens  are  used,  set  them 
in  long  boxes  containing  different  nest  divisions ;  shut 
them  up  and  feed  whole  corn  and  wheat  but  once  a 
day,  giving  water  as  well.  By  shutting  hens  on  nests, 
nothing  can  go  wrong  during  your  absence,  and  a 
very  high  percentage  of  eggs  are  hatched.  In  making 
nests,  put  damp  earth  at  the  bottom  of  the  nest,  and 
then  straw  or  hay.  Scatter  insect  powder  in  the  nest, 
and  dust  the  sitting  hens  frequently.  Always  set  hens 
in  a  quiet  house  away  from  other  fowls.  The  19th  or 
20th  day  the  chicks  will  appear,  and  after  24  hours  give 
15  to  20  to  each  broody  hen.  They  can  then  be  put 
into  coops  on  nice  grass  range.  Coops  should  have 
wooden  floors  to  avoid  dampness. 

If  incubators  are  employed,  which  must  be  the  case 
if  large  numbers  are  to  be  hatched,  choose  a  good 
machine.  A  lot  of  the  cheaper  incubators  will  not 
give  good  results.  The  Cyphers  is  a  tip-top  incubator, 
also  the  Mandy  Lee  is  a  good  machine.  Always  follow 
the  maker's  instructions  in  operating  incubators. 
Brooders  will  be  needed,  either  heated  or  fireless.  Fire- 
less  brooders  are  now  giving  great  satisfaction,  and 
will  have  a  great  future  on  this  Island.     Chicks  should 


be  fed  very  carefully  and  kept  clean,  with  fresh  water 
before  them  all  the  time.  The  first  feed  should  be 
small  quantities  of  coarse  oatmeal  and  finely  chopped 
hard-boiled  eggs.  Never  feed  chicks  more  than  they 
eat  up  quickly,  but  feed  little  and  often  at  first.  This 
is  important,  as  chicks  to  do  well  must  be  kept  busy, 
and  this  will  not  be  the  case  if  food  is  before  them  all 
the  time.  In  a  few  days  they  should  be  put  on  a  com- 
mercial chick  food,  composed  of  numerous  small 
grains;  besides  this,  the  laying  hen's  hopper  food  (see 
formula  later)  must  be  kept  before  them  at  all  times. 
At  four  weeks  wheat  and  cracked  corn  can  gradually 
supersede  the  chick  food,  and  at  six  weeks  chicks  will 
no  longer  need  brooding.  They  should  then  be  placed 
in  colony  houses  in  flocks  of  25  to  40,  and  later  cock- 
erels can  be  taken  away  to  other  houses  for 
fattening.  If  a  large  range  is  provided,  a  great  deal 
of  labor  can  be  saved  by  feeding  entirely  by  hoppers, 
placing  wheat,  cracked  corn,  hopper  mash  and  shell 
in  them.  I  find  chicks  do  very  well  this  way.  Water 
is  given  twice  a  day,  and  all  houses  shut  up  every 
evening  and  opened  early  in  the  morning.  Colony 
houses  are  3x6  ft.,  wire  front  and  sides  and  lumber 
back.  Height  4  ft.  front,  3  ft.  back.  The  roof  is  cov- 
ered with  roofing  material.  Heavy  duck  is  put  over 
wire  on  each  side  to  prevent  chickens  being  in  a  direct 
draft.  Low  perches  are  put  in  the  house.  Cedar  lum- 
ber is  the  'best  to  use,  as  it  is  lighter,  and  houses  can 
be  moved  more  easily.  About  1st  of  September  pullets 
should  be  transferred  from  the  colony  houses  to  the 
laying  house. 
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RETURNS 

To  get  winter  eggs  from  these  pullets  is  the  easiest 
part  of  the  game.  It  being  assumed  that  these  pullets 
have  never  had  a  set-back,  and  have  been  well  raised, 
all  that  is  now  necessary  is  to  provide  lots  of  exercise 
and  plenty  of  food.  Exercise  is  provided  by  deep  litter 
on  floor  of  house  in  which  grain  is  scattered  at  the  rate 
of  about  16  lbs.  per  day  per  ioo  birds.  Wheat  should 
be  the  principal  grain  fed,  substituting  cracked  corn 
during  cold  weather.  Hopper  mash  is  always  before 
the  hens,  also  grit  and  shell.  Give  green  food  daily 
in  winter  (when  no  grass  is  to  be  had)  such  as  carrots, 
mangels,  turnips,  cabbage,  kale,  etc.  About  October 
pullets  will  have  begun  laying  and  by  December  will 
be  giving  a  large  egg  yield. 

Formula  of  hopper  feed.  This  is  ready  mixed  by 
the  Cowichan  Creamery  Association,  and  gives 
splendid  results. 

200  lbs.  bran. 
100  lbs.  shorts  (fine). 
100  lbs.  corn  meal. 
100  lbs.  beef  scraps  (Swift's). 
25  lbs.  linseed  meal. 
100  lbs.  ground  oats. 
100  lbs.  barley. 

And  to  this  can  be  added  with  advantage  1  lb.  salt 
(fine)  but  be  most  careful  that  this  is  well  mixed  and 
distributed,  otherwise  do  not  add  the  salt. 

At  present  prices  this  mixture  costs  about  $44.00 
per  ton.  The  beginner  is  advised  not  to  purchase 
ready  mixed  hopper  foods  unless  he  is  sure  first-class 
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ingredients  are  used  and  that  it  contains  15  per  cent. 
of  beef  scrap.  Some  hopper  foods  on  the  market  are 
of  poor  quality,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
results.  In  mixing  hopper  feed,  if  it  is  not  possible  to 
obtain  all  feeds  specified  in  the  formula  use  as  many 
ingredients  as  possible,  and  be  certain  to  allow  15  per 
cent,  of  beef  scraps  (Swift's)  in  the  mixture. 

PROFITS 

Expense  per  bird. 

50  lbs.  wheat  at  $36.00  per  ton So  90 

36  lbs.  hopper  feed  at  $44.00  per  ton 80 

Shell 05 

Straw   10 

Allowance,  depreciation  of  house  and  rent  of  land        15 


$2  00 
Receipts 

12  doz.  eggs  at  35c  per  doz $4  20 


Profit  per  bird $2  20 

The  cost  of  raising  pullets  is  more  than  covered  by 
the  sale  of  year  old  hens,  which  also  allows  for  from 
two  to  five  per  cent,  losses. 

Hens  are  replaced  every  season  by  pullets,  as  more 
eggs  can  be  obtained  from  pullets.  This  only  applies 
to  the  laying  houses.  Breeding  stock  is  kept  over  and 
should  be  two  years  old. 

Eggs  are  shipped  in  30  dozen  cases.  All  nests  are 
kept  clean,  and  with  the  clean  litter,  no  eggs  will 
require  washing. 


No  male  birds  should  be  kept  in  the  laying  houses, 
so  that  only  unfertile  eggs  are  put  on  the  market. 
These  are  of  better  quality  than  fertile  eggs. 

BREEDING    STOCK 

Always  breed  from  the  most  vigorous  stock.  I 
will  give  you  my  method.  Early  in  January  every 
year  I  select  my  best  pullets  by  the  Potter  system,  a 
secret  system  for  selecting  the  heaviest  layers.  This 
can  be  bought  for  $1.00  from  the  T.  F.  Potter  Co., 
Downer's  Grove,  111.,  U.S.A.  From  this  I  can  tell 
which  birds  are  laying  the  best,  and  by  marking  these 
with  leg-bands  I  have  the  best  winter  layers  selected. 
Not  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  flock  should  be 
selected  for  breeders.  These  marked  birds  should  not 
be  used  for  breeding  the  coming  spring,  but  the 
spring  after,  when  they  are  in  their  second  year,  I  give 
breeders  a  rest  their  second  winter,  feeding  mostly 
oats,  and  these  birds  then  give  very  strong  fertile  eggs 
in  the  spring.  Cockerels  used  are  from  unrelated  stock 
that  is  of  a  good  laying  strain. 

With  White  Leghorns  in  mating^  one  cockerel 
should  be  allowed  for  every  15  hens,  and  in  White 
W^yandottes  one  cockerel  to  12  females. 

CULLING 

The  secret  of  having  strong  stock  is  close  culling. 
When  chickens  are  under  six  weeks  old,  all  delicate 
ones  should  be  killed.  Don't  hesitate,  as  if  you  do  this 
no  more  weak  specimens  will  be  seen,  and  the  breeder 
will  find  he  has  an  even  flock  of  chickens.  Never 
doctor  poor  specimens,  but  use  the  killing  method.  It 
pays. 
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MARKET 

The  market  for  eggs  and  poultry  in  British  Colum- 
bia is  tremendous,  and  the  country  is  growing  at  such 
a  rate  that  the  production  cannot  begin  to  keep  pace 
with  the  consumption.  Better  prices  are  paid  for 
poultry  products  in  this  Province  than  anywhere  else 
in  North  America,  excepting  Alaska  and  the  Yukon, 
and  these  are  markets  we  can  have  if  we  wish.  With 
the  climate  and  soil  so  well  adapted  to  poultry  farm- 
ing, it  is  astonishing  that  more  persons  have  not 
already  taken  up  this  industry  with  the  prospects  there 
are  in  the  business. 

GENERAL 

The  three  essentials  of  success  :  Proper  equipment, 
good  stock,  and  careful  management. 

Remember,  it  pays  to  feed  well.  Some  persons  can 
feed  a  fowl  for  $1.00  a  year,  but  if  large  numbers  are 
kept  not  more  than  $2.00  worth  of  eggs  will  be 
received,  wihereas  by  feeding  liberally  at  a  cost  of 
nearly  $2.00,  from  $4.00  to  $4.50  worth  of  eggs  are 
received. 

Provide  shade  in  summer  where  no  trees  are  close. 

Skim  milk  is  a  splendid  food  for  fowls.  It  should 
be  always  fed  sweet  or  else  always  sour,  but  never 
alternate. 

Don't  forget  grit  and  shell.  The  latter  is  eaten 
very  freely  when  birds  are  laying  heavily,  and  eggs 
will  be  lost  if  there  is  any  shortage. 

Keep  careful  accounts  of  expenditures  and  receipts. 
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Apply  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Victoria, 
B.  C,  for  bulletins  on  poultry.  The  information  in 
these  is  most  helpful. 

In  starting,  follow  the  example  of  successful  men 
in  the  business,  and  visit  their  poultry  plants,  obtain- 
ing all  the  advice  possible. 

L.  F.   SOLLY, 

"Lakeview  Poultry  Farm," 

Westholme,  Vancouver  Island, 
British  Columbia, 

Canada. 


Written  for  and  Published  by  Victoria  Branch,  Vancouver 
Island  Development  League,  Victoria,  B.C.,  Canada.  Free 
booklets  on  application,  with  full  and  accurate  information 
about  Vancouver  Island  and  all  its  Districts.  The  farmer, 
poultry  raiser,  fruit  grower  and  vegetable  grower's  land  of 
promise  and  fulfillment  Write  for  books  free,  and  free 
information. 
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Vancouver*  Island  Offers 


To  the  Capitalist —  • 

One  of  the  most  profitable  places  for  investment  in  the 
known  world. 

To  the  Manufacturer — 

A  great  wealth  of  raw  materials. 
Unsurpassed  shipping  facilities. 
Rapidly  increasing  markets. 

To  the  Lumberman — 

Millions  of  acres  of  the  finest  timber  in  the  world. 

An    ever- increasing    demand    for    lumber    at    home    and 

abroad. 

To  the  Fisherman — 

Commercial  salmon,  halibut,  cod,  herring  and  other  fish. 

To  the  Fruit  Grower — 

Exceptional  advantages  for  the  growing  of  small  fruits, 
strawberries,  loganberries,  etc.,  but  capital  and  experience 
are  necessary. 

To  the   Dairyman — 

Splendid  pasture  and  high  prices  for  butter,  milk  and 
cream.     Capital  and  experience  necessary. 

To  the  Poultryman — 

A  cash  home  market  for  poultry  and  eggs  at  big  .prices. 
Capital  and  experience  necessary. 

To  the  Farmer — 

Good  profits  from  mixed  farming  and  vegetable  growing. 
To  the  Miner — 

Thousands  of  square  miles  of  unprospected  mineral- 
bearing  country. 

To  the  Sportsman — 

An  infinite  variety  of  game  animals,  big  and  small,  game 
fishes  and  game  birds. 

To  the  Tourist — 

Magnificent  scenery.  Well -equipped  trains. 

Good  hotels.  Palatial  steamships. 

To  Everybody — 

A  healthful  climate. 
Inspiring  surroundings. 
Golden  opportunities  in  all  walks  of  life. 
Just  laws,  well  administered. 

A  complete,  modern  educational  system — free,  undenomi- 
national primary  and  high  schools. 
All  the  conveniences  of  civilized  life. 
Health,  peace,  contentment  and  happiness. 
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THE  price  of  land  on  Vancouver  Island  has  stead- 
ily advanced  during  the  past  few  years.  Land 
suitable  for  fruitgrowing,  when  within  reason- 
able distance  of  the  railways,  cannot  be  purchased 
under  $250  to  $300  implanted.  Land  suitable  for 
dairying,  cleared  pasture  land,  under  similar  condi- 
tions, cannot  be  gotten  for  any  less.  There  are  a 
number  of  thousand  acres  of  pre-emption  land  on  the 
West  Coast  now  available  for  settlers  and  obtainable 
in  areas  of  40,  80  and  160  acres,  by  British  subjects  or 
naturalized  citizens.  The  pre-emptor  must  live  on 
his  pre-emption  ten  months  in  the  year,  put  on  im- 
provements to  the  value  of  $5  an  acre,  clear  5  acres 
and  reside  for  3  years  on  his  pre-emption  before  he 
can  secure  a  Crown  grant  in  fee  simple,  which  is  issued 
on  payment  of  a  fee  of  $10.  The  recording  fee  is  $2 
and  for  a  record  or  certificate  of  improvement  $2.  No 
transfer  can  be  made  until  the  Crown  grant  has  been 
issued.  This  land  is  reached  by  steamship  connection, 
but  there  are  no  railways  at  this  date,  1913,  anywhere 
near  the  land.  Some  of  this  land  is  quite  heavily  tim- 
bered, but  no  pre-emptions  are  issued  which  contain 
milling  timber  to  the  average  extent  of  8,000  feet  per 
acre.  Some  of  it  is  lightly  timbered  with  cleared  por- 
tions. There  is  a  heavy  rainfall  in  the  winter  months 
in  these  districts,  but  the  land  is  good  and  the  settle- 
ments steadily  increasing.  For  information  concern- 
ing these  districts  write  the  secretaries  of  the  Develop- 
ment Leagues  at  Holberg,  B.  C,  San  Josef,  B.  C,  and 
Xootka,  B.  C,  and  Land  Department,  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment, Victoria,  B.  C. 


